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from our pastor 

Saint Odilia’s Role in Our Archdiocesan Synod:  
Prayer, Reflection, and Renewal 

 

Hello everyone! Thank you again for your generous welcome. It’s been a busy time getting to know “the lay of the land” 

and meeting lots of our parishioners at the Bloom event for the school, the Hail and Farewell, our Endowment Fund  

Garden Party, and the upcoming Fall Festival. I am excited to continue to settle in and move forward into the fall. It is time 

to begin a new year for our faith formation programs and our school. It is also time to enter into our Archdiocesan Synod 

Parish Consultation Process. 

 

In 2015, Pope Francis appointed Archbishop Bernard Hebda to serve as the Apostolic Administrator of our Archdiocese. 

He was sent here to help lead us out of our sex abuse and leadership crisis. As our Administrator, Archbishop Hebda  

participated in many listening sessions at parishes throughout our Archdiocese. Even then, he saw a need for us to come 

through the crisis and to prayerfully consider how the Holy Spirit is leading us into a new beginning. He created a report 

for whomever would be the new Archbishop of our Archdiocese. In that report he recommended that the new  

Archbishop should guide our Archdiocese through a Synod process to engage and involve the entire people of God in  

discerning and implementing the ways God is calling us to start anew. 

 

In 2016, Pope Francis made the rare decision to appoint the Apostolic Administrator (Archbishop Hebda) to be our new 

Archbishop. Archbishop Hebda didn’t need to look at the report he wrote. He knew what we needed to do. 

 

In 2019, Archbishop Hebda announced our Synod process and started the first phase – prayer and listening sessions.  

Massive amounts of feedback and insights were collected and distilled into three main priority areas: evangelization, 

discipleship, and youth. It is clear that for the Catholic faith to grow, we all must re-commit and re-engage. Over this past 

year, with all the challenges of the COVID pandemic, we have been continuing to reflect on these priority areas via articles 

in the Catholic Spirit, in online catechetical programs, and in our prayer. 

 

This fall, Archbishop Hebda is asking us to put other parish activities aside, and to truly engage in discerning where the 

Holy Spirit is leading us both as a parish and as an archdiocese. From September through October, St. Odilia will host 

gatherings with guided small group discussions. We will be asking you to sign up to participate. We will need many to 

serve as facilitators. Stay tuned for more information in the coming weeks. 

 

By leading us through this Synod process, Archbishop Hebda is asking us all to perform a sacred task. He is asking us to 

take an active part in leading our local Church into a new beginning. It is my hope that this process will also help us, here 

at St. Odilia, to grow in our own vision for the next 5-10 years here at our parish. 

 

I ask that you consider joining us and lending your heart and your voice to this important discernment process. This is a 

special opportunity for us and I hope that you will be a part of it. 

            -Fr. Erich Rutten 

Fr. Erich Rutten 
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Hail and Farewell to our Beloved Priests! 
Thank you to the many people who joined us on Sunday, August 1 
for the 'Hail and Farewell' event, held outside under the “Big Tent” on a  
sunny Sunday afternoon. It was heartfelt goodbye to Fr. Rask and a  
warm welcome to our new pastor, Fr. Erich Rutten, and parochial vicar  
Fr. Tim Tran.  

  

Parishioners, friends, and family enjoyed listening to the Back Yard Band, 
had delicious Cold Stone ice cream, and visited with Fr. Rask, Fr. Erich, 
and Fr. Tim. A program was led by Parish Leadership Chair Vicki Cherne 
and PLC Executive member Mary Nussbaum. They presented our pastors 
with gifts, some more practical than others, including a typewriter  
(Fr. Rask), an inflatable kayak (Fr. Tim), and a brewery tour (Fr. Erich). 
The afternoon ended with a beautiful serenade of “The Bend in the 
Road” to the priests, sung by the talented St. Odilia music ministry 
group. 

  

 Fr. Rask was grateful for the many gifts and well wishes he received 
from St. Odilia parishioners in honor of his retirement. He received a 

“check” representing the amount of parishioner 
appreciation gifts that were received, from which 
Fr. Rask designated half to the St. Odilia  
Parish Endowment Fund to ensure the legacy of the 
Catholic Community of St. Odilia.  

  

We are a blessed community and thankful to have a 
parish family that comes together in celebration of 
the gifts God has given us. Many thanks to Jim  
Donnelly, Rick Storms, and all the volunteers who 
helped make the day such a success.  
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Stewardship of Prayer 

 
Towards the end of his crucifixion, Jesus told his beloved disciple to 

“Behold, your mother”!  And so should we all. For this article, I would 

like to talk about a prayer, a picture, and a statue. All these things, 

right here at St. Odilia, can help us connect with Mary. 

 

After daily Mass on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, the congregation 

prays the rosary. During the rosary we pray five decades of Hail Marys, 

with a meditative focus on different mysteries of the birth, life, death, 

and resurrection of Christ. We also pray the “Hail Holy Queen”, along 

with other prayers, towards the end of the rosary. It is a peaceful 

moment, in which we reflect on the center of it all. On Jesus. 

 

During Mass, one cannot help but notice the large picture of “Our Lady of Guadalupe” behind 

the ambo. This is a replica of an image that appeared on the cloak of Juan Diego when, after 

being visited several times by the Virgin Mary, he opened his cloak before Archbishop 

Zuma̒rraga as a way of verifying the visitations. Mary has visited other individuals including 

Bernadette in Lourdes, France, and three children at Fatima, Portugal. One thought of mine is 

that Mary has actively reached out at various places and times in history to connect and  

remind us that she is here for us. That, like all good mothers, shes’ “got our back”. Through 

her, we can also connect more closely to her son Jesus, to God the Father Almighty, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

About a year ago, I found myself in the Prayer Garden and was struck by the beauty of the statue of Mary near the pond. 

Kevin Scoggins, 2nd Grade teacher at St. Odilia School, shared with me that the Mary shrine in our Prayer Garden is a very 

special place of prayer for our second graders throughout the year. After the statue was installed, a 2nd grade class 

prayed the rosary before Mary. Afterward Kevin took the class to the playground and one of the girls said to him, “Look, 

Mary is watching over us while we play.” Second grade is a  

special year of preparation for First Reconciliation and First  

Eucharist. The class begins the year by asking our Blessed Mother 

to journey with them as they prepare to meet her Son in these 

two very special sacraments.  

 

Mary takes a special place among us. Her mission leads us to  

Jesus.  God has given us the beautiful gift of a spiritual mother to 

help us become one with Him.  

Mary at St. Odilia 
by John Jacobs 



 5  

 

We are pleased to announce the receipt of a special grant from two benefactor families - 
$60,000.00 to benefit the St. Odilia Parish and St. Odilia School Endowment Funds. These  
endowments provide permanent financial resources, which support and enhance the many  
ministries of both the parish and the school.   

 

This generous grant, given in gratitude of our first 60 years as a parish, comes with a challenge 
 to our community. Raise an additional $60k (or more!) in 60 Days and help us secure the next 60 
years of St. Odilia. 
 

Launched at the Hail & Farewell on August 1, this challenge goes through September -  
St. Odilia Endowment Fund Month.  You can make a gift with the September Endowment Fund green 
envelope, or by sending in a check made payable to St. Odilia Endowment Fund (indicate parish or school 
endowment preference).  Or you can make a gift online at www.stodilia.org under “give online”.  
 

Help us to double the impact of this Challenge Grant and strengthen St. Odilia Endowments for  
generations of St. Odilia families to come. Thank You!  

Endowment Event ~ Garden Party 

On Sunday, August 15, over 130 benefactors of the St. Odilia  

Endowment Funds came together for a casual afternoon Garden 

Party at the rectory.  The event, hosted by our new pastor, Fr. Erich 

Rutten, Fr. Tim Tran, and the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory 

Committee, celebrated the generosity of our benefactors and the 

impact St. Odilia Endowment Funds have on our St. Odilia Catholic  

Community.  

 

The event highlighted the 34-year history of endowment at St.  

Odilia with a visual timeline showcasing the growth of both the  

St. Odilia Parish Endowment and St. Odilia School Endowment 

Funds.  

 

St. Odilia Endowment Funds are now valued at over $3.3 million. Over $1.1 million has 

been distributed to benefit parish ministries. We are grateful for the ongoing support 

and generosity of our benefactors and contributors.  

 

A special thank you to musicians Dave Barkhymer, Mary Kathryn Walsh, and Anya Stupar for providing the entertain-

ment and Molly’s Creative Catering for helping make this event special. 

MEET THE CHALLENGE 
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CHARITABLE GIVING CHANGES AND STRATEGIES FOR 2021 

 
Several significant tax incentives for charitable giving through provisions in the CARES Act have been extended through 
2021. A couple you may wish to consider include: 
 
 A $300 above-the-line charitable deduction referred to as a universal deduction, available for individual taxpayers 

($600 for married) who take the standard deduction – meaning you don’t have to itemize to claim the deduction. 
Contributions must be cash donations to a qualified charity such as St. Odilia 

 
 Donors who itemize deductions may elect a CARES Act 100% of AGI deduction limit for cash   contributed directly to 

operating charities, and deduction amounts above this limit may be carried over for up to five tax years.  
 
The Cares Act suspension of required minimum distribution (RMD) has not been extended into 2021. If you are 70 ½ and 
older, you can donate up to $100,000 in IRA assets directly without taking the distribution into taxable income. 
Strategies to help charitable donors maintain a tax advantage while continuing to support the good work of the  
organizations they value include: 
 
Bunching: A strategy in which you frontload your charitable giving and give two or more years’ worth of donations in a 
single tax year. The goal of making such a sizable single gift is to exceed the standard deduction in order to see a tax  
benefit over time. 
 
Donor Advised Fund (DAF): A charitable vehicle you create so you can make charitable contributions, receive an immedi-
ate tax benefit and then recommend grants from the fund over time. With a donor advised fund, your charities won’t feel 
the “feast or famine” effect of bunching. 
 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD): IRA owners over the age of 70.5 should consider funding charitable donations 
through a QCD which provides an opportunity to reduce taxable income while donating to a charity. 
 
Donate Appreciated Assets: A gift of appreciated securities held for more than a year, can be a tax-efficient way to 
donate. Not only will you increase your qualified expenses, you also avoid capital gains taxes.  
 
The future of giving is constantly changing. We advise you to seek your own legal, tax, and financial advice to understand 
the best options available to you. 

A heartfelt THANK YOU to the students and  

parents of the St. Odilia School – Class of 2021 

for their generous class gift of $2,000.00 to the 

St. Odilia School Endowment Fund. This 

thoughtful donation will benefit the Connor 

 Anderson School Scholarship Fund, which  

provides tuition assistance for families seeking a 

Catholic education. Your generosity will continue 

to support students of St. Odilia School for  

generations to come. We are so grateful for this 

gift and the stewardship it inspires in others. 

 ~St. Odilia Endowment Fund  
    Advisory Committee 

The Class of 2021 Gives! 
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52nd Fall Festival 
The weekend after Labor Day, September 10—12, 2021 

Grateful to Gather! It’s Year 52 And We Can’t Wait to See You! 

We are excited to gather together on September 10-12 as we enjoy 

the 52nd annual Fall Festival! This year’s festival focuses on an opportunity 

for us to gather in a way that brings fun, joy, laughter and the opportunity to 

reconnect in person. Have you been waiting for an opportunity to meet Fr. 

Erich Rutten and Fr. Tim Tran? You may find them throughout the weekend 

calling bingo, enjoying a homemade dessert, and possibly challenging you to a 

joust on an inflatable.  

 

The festival will kick off Friday evening with live music provided by the Back 

Yard Band under the “Big Tent”. A variety of food trucks will be present. On Saturday, meet up with old friends and make 

new ones as you engage in indoor and outdoor games, bingo on Sunday, and favorites such as the famers market, book 

sales and the popular St. Odilia cookies.  Enjoy live music presented to you by parishioners during  “Coffee House” in the 

Courtyard from 6:30-10:00 p.m. Necessary Diversion will round out the entertainment schedule Sunday afternoon. Don’t 

miss the raffle drawing at 4:15 p.m. on Sunday to win up to $10,000 and the beautiful “Fall Forest Log Cabin Quilt” made 

by the St. Odilia Quilters. 

New! Festival Attendance Challenge! 

A parishioner and owner of the Dental Technology Group (DTG) is offering a challenge to increase attendance all three 

days at the festival. The owner of DTG believes in the St. Odilia Fall Festival as a community building experience and sees 

the need for community even more this year. Each day you attend the festival you have an opportunity to enter your 

name in a “free drawing” for three cash prizes totaling $1,200. 

 You must be present to enter. 

 One entry per day of Fall Festival (come back each day and enter!)  

 You do not have to be present to win. 

Drawing will occur with other raffle drawings on Sunday, Sept. 12 at 4:15 p.m. 
 

The Live Auction is back at 6:00 p.m. Saturday evening. Silent Auction items will be available for online bidding starting 

Wednesday, September 8. Check out the website frequently as new items will be added through Friday afternoon,  

September 10. Items will be on display in the gym starting Saturday at 3:00 p.m. If you are not familiar with online bid-

ding or don’t have a smart phone, devices will be available in the gym with clear instructions on how to obtain an online 

bidding number.  

St. Odilia Quilters 

St. Odilia Quilters have made a quilt for the Fall Festival titled “Fall Forest 

Log Cabin Quilt”  It measures approximately 86” x 100” (considered queen 

size).  Quilt raffle tickets can be found in your raffle packets.  

 

Please turn in all raffle and quilt drawing tickets by 3:45 pm Sunday!  

The raffle drawing will take place at 4:15 p.m. in the outdoor tent.  
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Fall Festival 2021 Schedule Highlights 
Friday, September 10, 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

    Music by the Backyard Band and St. Odilia Musicians  

Saturday, September 11, 3:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  

 3:00—10:00 p.m.  Kids Games, Bottle Blast, Cake Walk, 

    Inflatables, Farmers Market and Book Nook  

 5:00 p.m.   Mass featuring the St. Odilia Festival Choir 

 6:30—10:00 p.m.  Coffee House Café  (Music provided by 

    parishioners backed up 

    by Dave Barkhymer and Julie Quinn Kiernan) 

 6:30 p.m.   Live Auction under the outdoor tent 

    Silent Auction, bidding online. Items on display 3-8 p.m.  

Sunday, September 12, 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

 9:00 a.m. &  11:00 a.m. Mass featuring the St. Odilia Festival Choir 

 12:00—4:00 p.m.  Bingo 

 12:15—4:00 p.m. Outdoor music; Southside Big Band, VBS, 

    Vanneste Sisters, Necessary Diversion 

    Silent Auction until 3:30 p.m. 

 12:15—4:00 p.m.  Kids Games, Bottle Blast, Cake Walk,  

    Inflatables, Farmers Market and  Book Nook  

 4:15 p.m.   Raffle and Quilt drawing 

Auction Bidding Begins:  Wednesday, September 8, 2021; at 6:00 p.m. 

Link to ClickBid Site:  https://stodilia.cbo.io  

Auction Bidding Ends:    Sunday, September 12, 2021 at 3:30 p.m. 

Raffle Drawing:   Sunday, September 12, 2021 at 4:15 p.m.  

Online auction items can be picked up from 4:30—6:00 p.m. on Sunday,  

September 12 at 3510 Vivian (the building off the north/west parking lot, 

near St. Therese and the Prayer Garden) Or, call the parish office at  

651-484-6681 the week of September 12 to schedule a pick-up time. 
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2021 Parish Directory 
   

Please join us and help celebrate faith and family with our new St. Odilia Catholic 
Community directory. We are partnering with Universal Directories to photo-
graph all members of our community.  Haven’t signed up yet? It’s not too late! 
 

September 16—18 (Thursday—Saturday) 
October 5—9 (Tuesday—Saturday) 

 

Online Scheduling Available! 
To schedule your photography appointment online, simply go to www.ucdir.com (or use your phone to scan 
the QR code to the right), click on ‘photography appointment scheduling’ login on the right side,  enter 
mn128 in the Church Code field and enter photos in the Church Password field.  Follow the prompts to  
schedule your family’s appointment time.  

 

PLEASE NOTE! Photography sessions are held in the 3510 Vivian building, located at the north west parking lot, near the 
Prayer Garden and St. Therese. 

 

Our directory won’t be complete without you!   Sign up today! 
Questions? Call the parish office 651-484-6681 

Thank You Fall Festival Sponsors! 

Thank you 
to St. Odilia Catholic Community of 

Women (CCW) for sponsoring Sweet 
Odilia Cookies! 

Thank you 
to Bad Weather Brewery  

for your donation and support of our  
entertainment tent! 

All $10,000 in prize money and printing costs have been generously donated. 

RAFFLE PRIZE SPONSORS 

LANGER CONSTRUCTION 

NAC MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

PREMIER BANKS 

PRINTING COST SPONSORS 

AVENUE MOTOR SALES 

BEISSWENGER’S HARDWARE 

DONLAR CONSTRUCTION 

GARY & KAREN KREBSBACH 

IMPRESSIVE PRINT 

JEN & KEITH @ REMAX RESULTS 

NORTH AMERICAN BANK 

OME WOODWORKING 

TST CREATIVE CATERING 

ZAWADSKI HOMES 

http://www.ucdir.com/
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 

Dear St. Odilia Families, 
 

On Friday, July 30, we held our  
9th Annual BLOOM event under the 
big tent, which was another first for BLOOM! The weather was amazing, the food 
was excellent, the people were generous, and a lot of fun was had by all!  
 

As with all fundraising, there are two main components that make a fundraiser  
successful: generous donors and exceptional organizers. Although BLOOM looked 
different again this year, the two components we needed to make it successful 
were present just like other years. Together with sponsors for the event,  
donations for the on-line auction, donors who “won” those items (feels like win-
ning, right?), donors for Fund a Need, Week of Wishes donations, and Lunch with 
a Teacher donors, we were able to raise over $130,000! This is simply amazing, 
and the willingness of the community to support our school is quite humbling.    
 

As you know, BLOOM would not happen without volunteers who give their time, 
energy, skills, and heart to put together an incredible event. After planning,  
re-planning, and planning again last year, it is a little hard to believe our co-chairs 
returned this year! Kristin Dacey and Erin Maki were these two people, and they 
absolutely refused to be thrown off by any bump in the road. Together they once 
again put on an impressive, fun event that raised a significant 
amount of money for our school.    
 

In addition, Kristin, Erin, and I would like to thank the following 
people: Nikki Giel for putting together the fantastic video and  
Ben Stangler for audio visual help, Jolene Twombly and Michelle 
Hoemann for working tirelessly to get items for our auction,  
Neesha Neumann for managing all of our sponsorships. Tracy 
Umezu for doing all of the beautiful class artwork, Angie 
Donohoo for organizing all of our class baskets, Jaclyn Davern 
who managed Week of Wishes and Lunch with a teacher, as well 
as provided support in many areas. Thank you SO much!  
  

Having a successful fundraiser is clearly more than hosting an event. 
BLOOM has been and continues to be successful because of the amazing 
support you all show consistently for St. Odilia School! This support 
comes in the form of donations, but also in the form of volunteers who 
give so much of themselves to make it happen. Thank you, all, for your 
true generosity this summer to make BLOOM an incredibly successful  
fundraiser! Every dollar raised for BLOOM goes right back to the school 
and directly impacts the students. We are so grateful for all of you and 
the difference you are making in so many lives!  
 

Sincerely,  
 Vicki K Marvin, Principal 
 St. Odilia School  

Vicki Marvin,  

Principal  

and 

 Nikki Giel,  

Assistant Principal 
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Vacation Bible School 2021 

 After a Covid hiatus, Vacation Bible School was back in 2021 with Rocky Railway!  
In order to insure a safe environment, much of VBS was held outside. The children 
explored their faith through music, dance, games, saints stories and service projects. 

 

 Each morning the crews gathered under the tent to hear stories 
of how “Jesus’ power pulls us through”. Fr. Rutten and Fr. Tim 
even joined in the fun. In addition to leading prayers, Fr. Tim 
helped cool the children down with his super soaker!  

 

 VBS by the numbers: 
 245 participants in grade K-5 
 40 St. Odilia Preschool participants 
 78 middle school and high school volunteers 
 15 adult volunteers 
 2 engaging priests 
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In addition to the flurry of excitement of dancing, playing games, 

learning about saints, and watching Bible stories come to life,  

participants at Rocky Railway VBS completed daily service projects. 

Children crafted beautiful ornaments for the Christmas tree in the 

courtyard to encourage community members to show the love of 

Christ during Advent. Participants used thoughtfulness and creativity 

to design lunch bags for Meals on Wheels, which serves members of 

our greater community. Plus, children decorated hundreds of cards to 

spread holiday cheer to support homebound ministries at St. Odilia 

and wrote thank you notes for first responders. It was wonderful to 

take a moment each day at VBS and complete a small act to brighten 

someone’s day.  

 

There was also a collection opportunity for VBS participants to help 

young learners across Minneapolis. Diapers, wipes, and other baby 

supplies were collected to support the work of Baby Space at Little 

Earth. The organization helps families with limited financial resources 

access quality educational opportunities. Likewise, school supplies 

were collected to help John Paul II launch a Catholic preschool  

program for the 2021-2022 school year. JPII has a tradition of helping 

immigrant communities access faith based education. 

 

Way to go participants, youth volunteers, and adult leaders! You will 

touch lives and spread cheer for months to come.  

Service Abounds at VBS 
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 

Summer Fun at St. Odilia 

School may be out but the school building is still full of the 

sounds of children! This summer the school has hosted a week 

of Vacation Bible School, a week of Camp Invention as well as 

preschool and school-age care all summer long.  

 

Each day this summer, up to 60 preschoolers and 40 school age 

students arrive for a day of indoor and outdoor learning and 

exploring. In addition to the regular preschool experiences of 

playing, stories and finger plays, the children spend hours each 

day outside exploring their gardens, the woods, pond and even 

observing the resident osprey family. Visits to Lake Judy and 

weekly water days round out the week.  

Box City! 

The children especially enjoy the special theme weeks like  

Olympics, camping and box city! During box city, the gym is 

filled with various sized boxes that have been collected over  

the course of the summer. The children turn them into houses, 

arcades, cars, boats and whatever they can imagine. As the 

summer winds down, we are thankful that the halls of St. Odilia 

School are filled with the sounds of children year round.  
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 

St. Odilia Marathon 2021 

 

The St. Odilia Marathon is just weeks away! The annual Marathon for 

Non-Public Education is a family-centered fundraiser that we have joined 

the community to participate in for over 30 years! 

We’re very excited for everyone to be back together in person at Central 

Park in Roseville on Saturday, October 2. 

On the weekend of September 18-19 our students will be at Mass asking 

you to make a donation for Pastor Rutten and Fr. Tim as they will join our 

students and families in support of our school. 

Marathon donations offset the cost of tuition and fund programs that 

add to the excellence of our school. Each student at St. Odilia will be  

directly impacted by the donations collected whether it is $1 or $100. 

Your donation will make a true difference to the St. Odilia community. 

We thank you in advance for your support! 

-The Marathon Committee 

Marathon 
for Non-Public 

Education 

When:   Saturday, October 2 
   8 a.m.—1 p.m.   
Where:  Central Park, 
    Roseville 

 

Join us as we walk, run or bike 
around the lake to raise money 

that will directly benefit  
St. Odilia School. 
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 

ALEX ECKERT 

We are thrilled to announce the hiring of Ms. Alexandra Eckert as our full time office adminis-

trator.  Ms. Eckert brings with her an amazing skill set and a positive energy!  Alex attended 

Catholic school as a child and is looking forward being around the joy that children bring with 

them each day! She is very excited to join our team. She writes to you: 

Hello! My name is Alex Eckert, and it is my privilege to join the St. Odilia community this 

year. I look forward to serving the St. Odilia students and teachers in the office. I earned my 

B.A. in Psychology and Catholic Studies from the University of St. Thomas with a minor in  

Spanish. My first year after college I worked at The Emily Program as an Eating Disorder  

Technician where I helped clients navigate their eating disorders and fostered a welcoming environment among the 

residents.  I also worked as a shelter advocate for Tubman in St. Paul helping clients flee from domestic violence. In my  

free time I love reading, trying new coffee shops, and spending time with my friends and family! I am so excited to get to 

know the students and the families of the St. Odilia community and begin the new school year!  
 

          JANE WILKOM 

We are excited to welcome Jane Wilkom to our front office team!  Jane will be our Preschool  

Administrative Assistant and will be helping Mrs. Hannon run our amazing preschool  

program.  Ms. Wilkom will be helping with the billing for Knight Watch and Preschool and working 

with Ms. Eckert to accommodate families who have children in various programs.  She brings a 

large amount of finance knowledge to the team and we are excited to have her join us!  She 

writes to you: 

Hi Everyone! While I’m not really a new face at St. Odilia,  I am very excited to be starting a new 

role here. I’ve spent the last two years substitute teaching in just about every classroom K-8, and 

am looking forward to be working with our littlest Knights in our preschool! I have a B.A. in Finance & Accounting from the 

University of St. Thomas and an M.B.A from Benedictine University. My husband and I have two children who also attend 

St. Odilia (5th & 2nd grade). I am excited to continue being a part of this community! 

 

PAULETTE KRAWCZYK 

Mrs. Liz Mittet retired at the end of this school year, so we are pleased to introduce to you our 

new third grade teacher, Mrs. Paulette Krawczyk. Mrs. Krawczyk holds a MN teaching license 

and has many years of experience working in the Archdiocese of Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

Mrs. Giel and I are impressed with Paulette's passion for teaching the whole child and look 

forward to all she will bring to the third grade team. Paulette is excited to join the team and 

writes to you: 

I am eager to begin my work at St. Odilia School as the newest member of the community 

and the third grade team.  I have many years of experience within the Archdiocese of St. Paul/ 

Minneapolis from being a student, parishioner, parent, volunteer, substitute teacher, and classroom teacher.  I have a 

B.A. in Elementary Education from the College of St. Benedict, a Masters in Reading Instruction K-12 from St. Thomas Uni-

versity, and I also hold a Minnesota Reading License K-12. My husband and I have two adult children and one furry little 

dog. I am looking forward to being a part of the vibrant St. Odilia community and guiding the students to enrich their 

faith, academics, and themselves.   

New School Staff Members 
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Faith Formation 

Extreme Faith Camp - A summer hit!!  

Imagine, it's your turn next on "the blob".  You're sitting on a huge inflatable blob waiting to be catapulted into the 

air.  You await in anticipation and hear "3,2,1 Go!".  Before you know it, you're launched into the air and make a huge 

splash into the water below you.  Or imagine gripping tightly onto the straps of the banana boat, letting the waves and 

the wind splash past you as you try to be the last one not to fall off (although you secretly also wouldn't mind falling off  

either).  Or lastly, imagine you do a double take as you ask yourself if that was really Fr. Tim flying past you on the 

zipline.  All this and more is what our St. Odilia middle school students experienced this summer at Extreme Faith Camp!  
 

Not only were there high adventure water activities, high ropes courses, mountain biking, and zip lining, these high  

adventure activities all had their aim of bringing kids into a high adventure faith.  Each day students learned how to hear 

God's voice speaking to them through Scripture during a led time of prayer and Bible study.  They watched dramas on 

the saints, the life of Christ, and reenactments of 

everyday situations which can bring them closer to 

God.   

 

Lastly, each day had a particular focus on the  

Eucharist through participation in Mass and  

Eucharistic Adoration.  These students had an  

incredible jam-packed week of fun which led  

many into an awakening of their Catholic faith and 

a greater love for Christ and His Church. If we  

didn't get to see you at Extreme Faith Camp this 

summer, hopefully we will next year!  
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Can you guess when was the very first Eucharistic Procession?  

 

The 15th, 13th, or eighth century? No. How about the second or third century? Getting warmer! Actually, this is a trick 

question but not really. What is the Eucharist? The very substance and presence of Jesus Christ, God incarnate, although 

hidden beneath the appearance of bread and wine. Jesus is truly present in the Sacrament of the Altar – Body, Blood, 

Soul, and Divinity! Wow. Amazing! Praise the Lord. Jesus wants to personally dwell within us, to “abide” or to “remain” 

Faith Formation 

Hence, if we think about it, within whom did He 

abide most truly? Mother Mary. At the Annuncia-

tion Mary said “Yes” to God’s invitation and by the 

Spirit’s overshadowing she became the Mother of 

God who dwelt for nine months in her womb. Just 

like the gold monstrance or tabernacle that  

contains our Lord today, so too was Mother Mary a 

living monstrance or tabernacle centuries ago.  

 

Thus, the “first” Eucharistic Procession occurred 

when our Blessed Mother went with “haste” to the 

town of Judah to attend to her cousin Elizabeth 

who was also with child, John the Baptist. Mary 

brought the True Presence and it brought joy and 

wonderment to the first adorers such that “when 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped 

in her womb”  (Lk 1:41)!  

 

June 6 we celebrated the Solemnity of Corpus 

Christi and, together with the First Communicants 

of our Latino Community, had a Eucharistic  

Procession open to our entire parish family of  

t. Odilia. What a beautiful and powerful witness to 

our Catholic Faith in Christ’s real presence in the 

most Blessed Sacrament. 

 

 That is the meaning of Eucharist where together 

with Mother Mary we sing, “My soul proclaims the 

greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior.”  (Lk 1:46). 
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Faith Formation 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Pilgrimage—October 23, 2021 

What is a Pilgrimage? 

 

A pilgrimage is a journey that pilgrims make to a place that is 

considered holy. A pilgrimage is more than just traveling to histor-

ic sites and viewing religious relics. It is a journey with a deeper 

and more spiritual meaning. 

The word pilgrim comes from the latin word “peregrinum” which 

conveys the idea of wandering over a distance. A pilgrimage is not 

purposeless wandering. It is a journey with a higher meaning or 

purpose. A pilgrimage has moral and spiritual significance to the 

pilgrim. Generally, it involves going on a journey to a shrine or site 

that the pilgrim considers important in light of his or her faith and religious convictions. There is much to see, discover 

and learn from visits to these religious locations. A pilgrimage lets us plan and immerse ourselves in the cultural,  

historical and spiritual aspects of the life of Jesus and the saints. 

Since some pilgrimages can be done in groups, it is a great opportunity for us to bond with people who share in our  

beliefs. We can grow stronger together as one spiritual family as we deepen our understanding of the lives of different 

religious figures.  

2019 Pilgrimage 

Come pray with us! 
Year of the Holy Family. Saturday, October 23, 2021 

The bus leaves St. Odilia at 7:00 a.m. and returns 8:00 p.m. 

 COST:  
1 ) OPTION 1:  $50 per person price includes transportation to/from La Crosse and meal. 
2) OPTION 2:  $15 per person for meal only (provide your own transportation to Sanctuary.)  

 

Registration deadline: October 1.  ~  Questions? Call the parish office 651-484-6681  
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Faith Formation 

St. Odilia Sp.R.Ed. Program Looks Forward to the 2021-2022 Year 

It is truly a blessing to me to work with the Sp.R.Ed. program again this year. I am excited for the program to start up 

again in late September. We have around 50 participants in this program for special education adults. We are excited to 

resume normal programming after a year’s shutdown due to pandemic precautions. 

 

On the second and fourth Tuesday of each month, the Sp.R.Ed. volunteers and I get to witness the joyful expression of 

faith that the Sp.R.Ed. participants show in such a simple yet profound way. If you’re looking to find how to love the 

Lord, just spend a little time with these amazing men and women. They love our Lord with great joy, energy, and  

complete trust. I am grateful each day for the powerful witness of faith that the participants show to me.  

 

Our evenings begin with some singing of simple worship songs, followed by a short teaching, based on a story from 

scripture. We then have a couple of craft projects tied to the theme of the evening.  After a snack, we close with song, 

prayer, and social time. 

 

We have a wonderful group of committed volunteers who help with this ministry, and we would always welcome a few 

more!  If you would like to join our volunteers group, please let me know. 

If you know of a special needs adult who would benefit from our program, please send me an e-mail with their infor-

mation at: heyer@stodilia.org. 

 

Casas Abiertas and Iglesia Abierta (Open Houses and Open Church)  

The Latino Community started in 2019 an evangelization program call “Open Houses. During the summer, a team goes 

out into families’ homes who either are interested in learning about the Catholic Church or are Catholic but want to learn 

more about the faith. Just as Pope Francis has asked, we go out of the church doors and do an evangelization about five 

nights a week through the summer. We go to people's homes who have requested a visit with a team of parishioners 

and do a small program for them where we will read from the bible and give a reflection on the reading. The reflection is 

followed by people’s testimony of their  

encounter with God.  

 

Twice in the summer, we then have welcome 

events call “Iglesia Abierta” or Open Church 

to bring these families to St Odilia Church 

building with a similar format and provide 

information about the space, services and 

sacraments.  

 

We have been doing this for the last three 

years and have seen results in the increase 

 of faith formation registrations and Masses  

being fuller during weekends. 

mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
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Trunk or Treating provides a safe family environment for trick or treaters.  At this event adults & teens gather and  
enjoy opening and decorating their trunks or back of their vehicles.  Young people have fun going from vehicle to vehicle 
while adults & teens hand out treats. 

 

  When:   Friday, October 29, 2021 
  Where:  St. Odilia - West School Parking Lot 
  Time:   6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
  Set Up:  Between 5:00 – 5:45 p.m. 

 

 Everyone can participate!  
 Adults/teens who want to have fun decorating their trunks (age appropriate) and/or hand out treats  
 Young people who enjoy trick or treating!! 
 If you are an adult/teen and wish to decorate your vehicle and hand out store purchased treats, please send 

an email albrecht@stodilia.org so we can plan accordingly. 

 

Sponsored by the Worship and Community Life Council with special thanks to the Knights of Columbus 
for all their help! 

Saturday 
Word Communion Service— 8:00 am 
5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday 
7:30 a.m.,9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. Mass  
 (9:00 a.m. Mass is also live-streamed) 
1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 
  (1:00 p.m. Mass is also live-streamed) 

Weekday Liturgies  
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. Mass  
 (weekday Mass is also live-streamed) 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Mondays (year round) 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the chapel 
  

First Fridays (year round) 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. in the church; after Morning Mass 
  

First Fridays (September through April) 
1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. in the chapel 

November 1, 2021 Solemnity of All Saints 

November 8, 2021 In Remembrance Service—7:00 p.m. 

November 20-21, 2021 Feast of Christ the King 

November 25, 2021 Thanksgiving Day Mass—9:00 a.m. 

Fall 2021 Worship Schedule for St. Odilia 

mailto:albrecht@stodilia.org
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Pastoral Care 

Feed My Starving Children Update 

 
The Pastoral Care Council at St Odilia is asking for volunteers to assist with food packing at Feed My Starving Children.  
We volunteer at their Coon Rapids facility which continues to allow volunteer food packing with COVID-19 safeguard  
procedures.  The prevention procedures can be found on their website.  
  
St Odilia parishioners have continued to assist packing food under the new protocols.  Two upcoming packing dates have 
been scheduled for St Odilia volunteers.  If you would like to help pack food for shipment to some of the world’s most 
vulnerable children, please join us for the morning shift on Tuesday, September 21, and/or Wednesday, October 13.  
These shifts are 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 
As in the past, you may register directly via their website (www.FMSC.org).  At their Home Page, select the Volunteer 
button at top right and then scroll down to “Looking for a Specific Group” (right side of screen).  Search by entering our 
group name (note no period after St): ‘St Odilia Church’ in the search entry box and clicking on “Search Groups”.  Then 
click ‘Join Group’ and sign in, or create an account to register your name. For assistance in registering or if you have any 
questions, please call Michael Bronk at 651/429-9015.  Volunteers will meet at the facility. 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers: 6-week ONLINE class 

Are you a family or a friend who is caring for an older adult living with a long-term health condition, including dementia? 
Would you like to develop skills and confidence to better care for yourself, as well as connect with others on a similar 
journey?   
 
If so, please consider joining Powerful Tools for Caregivers, a six-week online class that will give you the skills to take care 
of yourself while caring for someone else. Weekly educational topics include reducing stress, communicating in challeng-
ing situations, mastering caregiving decisions, and more. 
 
Class is being held on Tuesdays, October 12-November 16, from 3:30-5pm via Zoom. Registration is required by  
September 30. For more information or to register, contact Lynn Amon, Program Coordinator with 2nd Half with 
Lyngblomsten: lamon@lyngblomsten.org or (651) 301-9445. 
 
Fee:  St. Odilia’s Pastoral Care Council is covering the fee for St. Odilia members.  All other participants are asked to con-
tribute based on your income (sliding fee scale).    

   
Supported, in part, by gifts made to the Lyngblomsten 
Foundation, and funded under contract with Trellis and 
Innovations for Aging (Juniper Network) 

Garden Sharing Market September 19 

 

Sunday, September 19 after the 1:00 pm Mass. 

 

Please bring yours and your neighbor’s extra garden produce to the Courtyard before or after Mass Saturday and Sunday,   
September 18/19 to share. The Pastoral Care Council will be setting up a sharing market after the 1:00 p.m. Mass on the 
sidewalk outside of the church and school.   
 

Don’t have a garden? Please come and take some fresh garden produce after the 1:00 p.m. Mass.  
Flower gardeners!  Please bring a jar with a bouquet of fresh cut flowers from your garden to share. Thank you!  

  
Questions - please call Jeanne Stupar (651-341-0779) or email mcculloughjeanne@yahoo.com  

http://www.fmsc.org
mailto:lamon@lyngblomsten.org
mailto:mcculloughjeanne@yahoo.com
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St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women 
 

Fall Festival Dessert Volunteers & Donations:   

CCW will be heading up the Dessert Station in the Courtyard during the Fall Festival.  Donations of sweet treats – pies, 

cakes, and bars can be dropped off on Festival Saturday and Sunday. Please consider volunteering in the dessert area.  

You can sign up to volunteer through the volunteer sign up link on the website: www.stodilia.org under tab called “get 

involved” or contact coordinator, Cathy Healy, at 612-600-3388 or email to:  cathy.healy51@gmail.com  

Your participation is much appreciated! 

 

CCW Membership Booklet / Registration Information: 

By the end of August, 2021, information will be mailed for this upcoming season.  A registration form will be included.  

Please return to the address provided on the form.  If you no longer wish to be included in our mailings indicate this, and 

we will remove your name from future correspondence.  

 

Mark your calendar for our opening event of our upcoming season – Potluck Supper & Social with a brief meeting.   

When: Thursday September 23,2021 - - 5:30 p.m. in the Courtyard!   

 

If you are not a CCW member and would like to be, please contact Cathy Healy, President, at 612-600-3388 or Judy 

Schuelke, Membership, at 651-485-3520.  They will be happy to answer any questions you may have.  New members are 

always welcome to join us. 

  

St. Paul Deanery Information: 

The St. Paul Deanery General Meeting is being held on Thursday, September 16, 2021. This meeting will be hosted by St. 

Peter’s Parish in North St. Paul from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  To find out more details or register to attend please contact 

Jane Rosner at 651-261-2534.  All are welcome.  You may also contact Cathy Healy for details – 612-600-3388. 

 

Appalachian Project - An Archdiocesan CCW Mission Program: 

Please watch parish bulletins for details in collecting new items for Appalachia. A list of items in need will be provided 

again this year.  All items must be NEW.  This mission program continues to serve the very poor areas of Appalachia.  

They are grateful. 

          Music Ministry 

“Some of the choirs are back and we’re hopping it will 
stay that way.  

We’re happy to be ministering to you again!”    
~Dave Barkhymer,  Music Director 

 

http://www.stodilia.org
mailto:cathy.healy51@gmail.com
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Respect Life  

The Respect for Life committee will resume its regular meetings this fall.  Please watch the bulletin 

for announcements of time and place. It will be good to be together again in person as we continue to promote a respect 

for life in our parish and community.  
 

Much as been in the press about the Hyde Amendment and the Biden 2022 budget to Congress which was submitted 

without the inclusion of the Hyde Amendment language. Fortunately, despite a push from Democrats to do away with the 

Hyde Amendment, the Senate adopted the Amendment on Aug. 10, thereby preserving it in the $3.5 trillion budget  

resolution. In a near-partisan 50-49 vote, Democrat Joe Manchin joined all the Republicans in voting for the pro-life  

measure. This narrow and non-binding vote and the unprecedented effort that was made to exclude the Hyde  

Amendment calls for us to be educated about this pro-life amendment.    We must be vigilant; future attempts to remove 

this prohibition of federal-taxpayer funded elective abortions are likely as it may still not be included in subsequent  

legislation. 
 

What is the Hyde Amendment 

The Hyde Amendment, as contained in the federal government’s annual appropriations legislation, prohibits federal  

funding of domestic abortions, except in cases of rape, incest, or to save the life of the mother.  
 

Has this provision been contentious in past years? 

No. It is a bipartisan provision that has been part of federal appropriations for 45 years (since 1976). In fact, even  

President Biden over the course of his 36 years as a senator and his eight years as vice president consistently  stated his 

support for the Hyde Amendment--thereby  keeping his  pledge in a 1994 letter to constituents that,  
 

“I will continue to abide by the same principle that has guided me through my 21 years in the Senate: Those of us who are 

opposed to abortion should not be compelled to pay for them.”  
 

As recently as June, 2019, Biden reiterated his support for the Hyde Amendment, but (apparently under intense pressure 

from Democratic activists and Democratic rivals in the presidential primary) he reversed his long-standing commitment to 

restrictions on taxpayer-funded abortions that same month.  
 

Where is public opinion?  

 The Hyde Amendment is widely supported and enjoys overwhelming public support, including strong support from  

women and men across a range of income levels and racial diversity. Supporters include people who are pro-life and  

pro-choice.  A Marist Poll sponsored by the Knights of Columbus asked Americans: “Please tell me if you strongly support, 

support, oppose, or strongly oppose using tax dollars to pay for a woman’s abortion.” Fifty-eight percent of Americans said 

they oppose taxpayer funding of abortion, while 38 percent supported it. Those numbers are broadly consistent with  

polling on the Hyde Amendment in recent years. In 2016, a Politico/Harvard poll found that likely voters oppose Medicaid 

funding of abortion by a 22-point margin — 58 percent to 36 percent. https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/poll-

strong-majority-of-americans-back-the-hyde-amendment/ 
 

 

by Patricia Benham, Respect Life Chair 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6127592-biden94letter.html
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/01/new-poll-most-americans-support-abortion-restrictions/
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000158-039b-d881-adda-77db04b70000
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/poll-strong-majority-of-americans-back-the-hyde-amendment/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/poll-strong-majority-of-americans-back-the-hyde-amendment/
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What are the responses to the common arguments against the Hyde 
Amendment? 

Most commonly the arguments center on the message that abortion –the destruction of human life- is essential health 

care and is “just another medical procedure.” It is not.  “Abortion is not health care nor a ‘human service’ to anyone,”  

Cardinal Dolan and Archbishop Naumann said “Rather, abortion is inhumane. It is a painful death to an innocent baby, 

and often leaves women physically harmed and emotionally devastated.” 

 

The other frequent argument is that women who are poor or are of color would be discriminated against unless abortions 

are provided to them without cost.   This misstates the facts. Nonwhite Americans, for example, say abortion is morally 

wrong by a margin of 46% to 45% Yet people of color are especially targeted by the abortion industry, and the challenges 

they face are exploited by abortion advocates to promote public funding. Furthermore, Planned Parenthood, which  

operates the largest chain of abortion centers in the United States, disproportionately locates them in, or near, minority 

neighborhoods. Read the Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities article to fully understand the pro-life rebuttal to these false 

arguments.  https://www.usccb.org/resources/Answers%20to%20Common%20Attacks%20Against%20the%20Hyde%

20Amendment.pdf  
 

 Another interesting article is Why the Hyde Amendment Helps Low-Income Women October 4, 2016 By Rachel MacNair 

http://consistent-life.org/blog/index.php/2016/10/04/hyde-amendment/ 

 

Is the Hyde Amendment an effective way to reduce abortions? 

The precise number of lives saved by the Hyde Amendment is unknown, but according to a 2016 analysis by the pro-life 

Charlotte Lozier Institute, the Amendment saves the lives of more than 60,000 unborn babies each year, and its effective-

ness in reducing abortions has been confirmed by more than 20 peer-reviewed academic studies. Abortion activists don’t 

dispute the validity of such assessments; a 2009 study by the pro-abortion Guttmacher Institute found that the Amend-

ment reduces the number of abortions among Medicaid recipients by 25%.  

 

What now? 

Say a prayer of thanksgiving that this life-saving amendment was preserved…but remain vigilant.  We must not become 

complacent, a bipartisan amendment prohibiting the federal funding of abortion, in place for 46 years, was nearly  

eliminated, resulting in the destruction of untold human lives. 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/Answers%20to%20Common%20Attacks%20Against%20the%20Hyde%20Amendment.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Answers%20to%20Common%20Attacks%20Against%20the%20Hyde%20Amendment.pdf
http://consistent-life.org/blog/index.php/2016/10/04/hyde-amendment/
http://consistent-life.org/blog/index.php/author/rachelmacnair/
http://consistent-life.org/blog/index.php/2016/10/04/hyde-amendment/
https://www.guttmacher.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/medicaidlitreview.pdf
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden 

In July of this year, each columbarium in our St. Odilia  

prayer Garden had it’s name etched in a prominent 

place.  Each name was chosen carefully.  The first  

columbarium erected  (the round columbarium) was named 

and blessed “St. Francis” for a couple of reasons.  St. Francis 

is the patron of the environment and it is our hope that the 

natural beauty in our Prayer Garden will inspire and  

enhance the prayer of those spending time in that sacred 

place.  We also chose the name to honor our Pope Francis 

and his vision for our Church and our planet.  The second 

columbarium was named “St. Clare” in honor of the  

companion in ministry of St. Francis.  Together they found-

ed the Franciscan Order which to this day models for us 

simplicity of lifestyle and selfless care for one another and 

our earth.  The third columbarium honors our Crosier  

heritage as a parish with the name “St. Monica”.  The  

Crosier Fathers and Brothers have followed the Rule of  

St. Monica’s son, St. Augustine, for centuries.  They also  

receive their Crosier habit and pronounce their vows on the 

Feasts of St. Monica and St. Augustine.  It was the many 

years that St. Monica spent in prayer for her son that led to 

his conversion and ultimately his many gifts to the Church. 

How perfect to have a model of prayer remembered in our 

own Prayer Garden. 

Columbaria Names Etched 

For information about the Prayer Garden, please contact Lynne Schriver-Sheedy  

(C: 651-307-5315) or see the St. Odilia website www.stodilia.org under “Our Parish” tab. 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Ann Giebler Schmidt December 12, 1931—July 2, 2021 

Ann Giebler Schmidt, age 89, of New Brighton, MN , passed away peacefully with her  

family by her side. She was born and raised on a farm in New Almelo, KS. She graduated  

nurses’ training from St. Francis School of Nursing in Witchita, KS and then married  

Herbert Giebler.  They lived in Kansas and Minnesota where they raised four children, Mary, 

Michelle, Mark and Marlene.  

She was an exceptional nurse, working in a variety of settings including hospitals with 

polio patients in iron lungs, clinics, and as a head nurse working in a memory care unit at 

Presbyterian Homes. Ann and Herb were married from 1954 until Herb passed away in 

1982.  She carried on with life, trying new adventures on her own until remarrying in  

September of 1993 to a wonderful man, Roger Schmidt, for 27 years.   

Ann was a wonderful, loving, generous sister, aunt, mother, grandmother, and great grandma who was always baking 

wonderful things for her family and friends to enjoy.  She was known for her wonderful needlework, making many quilts 

for her family.  She loved her Twins and Vikings, watching them faithfully, no matter the outcome.   

Ann is survived by her sister, her children, their spouses, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and also Roger’s children, 

their spouses, grandchildren and great grandchildren.  

Anthony Barbato Sr.  October 2, 1940—June 18, 2021 

Dear Tony, 

Thank you for our life, 61½ years, together.  You were focused on our family and us.  

“La Famiglia E Tutto”. You were born October 2, 1940, to loving parents Anthony J. Barbato 

and Josephine Jetta Barbato in St. Paul, MN.  You also had three caring sisters, Pauline,  

Rosie and JoAnn. 

You went on to Assumption grade school and made steadfast friends with your favorite 

teacher, Sister Giovanni.  Then on to Monroe High School, along with many lifelong friends.  

Even though small, you became a star football player wearing number 55. You surely are 

letting us know you are enjoying being in heaven praising God and delighting with family 

and friends by all the 55’s we observe! 

You married me, Pauline (Paul to you) Forliti, at St. John the Baptist in New Brighton on  

January 23, 1960. We had five outstanding children by the time you were 25 years old and I 

was 24 years old. Whew! Challenging years.  Raising five kids, Gina, Christina, Nicholas, Anthony Jr. and Angela.  Building 

our home and having the courage to always look for adequate work to support our family. 

You could be contentious at times and told people exactly what you thought.  Yet you had an infectious sense of humor 

and a generous heart. Thank you for 61½ years together, keeping our family in loving focus, showing how to persevere in 

tough times, to have courage under pressure and laughter when it was needed. 

 
Much Love, 
Paul and all the kids 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Theresa M. Rohe-Cecere December 24, 1958—June 18, 2021 

Theresa was born in Michigan, as the second of four daughters to the Rohe 

family, and grew up in Brooklyn Center Minnesota.  After graduating from 

Cooper High School, she earned a Physical Therapist degree.  In 1986 she 

worked for St. Anthony Eldercare, before it was purchased by Catholic 

Eldercare out of Minneapolis. She moved on to Home Health Care in 2014. 

She also worked part time at St. Joseph’s Hospital over 35 years. She loved 

traveling, sailing, biking, camping, singing, quilting, decorating, celebrating 

and dancing.  

Theresa met her husband Anthony (Tony) Cecere on a dance floor at a club 

in Lillydale, Minnesota . After one night of dancing they continued to see 

each other daily until they were married on April 8, 1988. What followed 

were many celebrations.  Their first child, Sam, was born on May 11, 1992, 

one day after Mother’s Day and days after her husband’s 34th birthday. Their second child, Simon, was born April 7, 1994, 

one day prior to her 6th wedding anniversary.  She loved spending time with her boys at the Lake Cabin (Tony, Wisconsin) 

traveling,  camping, biking, and photo shoots. There was a lot to celebrate.  

She was a choir member for more than 30 years at St. Odilia- the Dan Perry Group.  She sang at many wedding  

ceremonies.  She was encouraged by her niece to participate in the 2011 Mrs. Minnesota Pageant. She won Mrs.  

Congeniality.   

Theresa had a gift of paying attention to others (she was good at remembering names). She was known for being positive, 

respectful, and compassionate in her care of patients, especially the elderly patients.   She had a remarkable sense of  

humor, and on one occasion did a great impersonation performance of CHER at the nursing home. She had a special  

energy about her, especially when there was a gathering or party.  She was a hostess for many Lia Sophia parties. For 

many years she served as the designated block captain for National Night Out, and once was front page news her 

borrowed fireman outfit.  In 2013 she became a grandmother to Ellie, another high spirited girl.  They spent much time 

together playing games, and coloring.  

Theresa was diagnosed with incurable breast cancer in 2015. She continued to work through the treatment and surgeries 

with positive energy and attitude.  The cancer journey was supported by family and friends, and others who were on the 

same journey. This journey did not change her outlook on life nor did it slow her down.    Her last day of day of work as a 

Physical Therapist was in 2019. The two years that followed included rest, 

fatigue and exercise. However she found the energy to play games with the 

family, color with her granddaughter, and decorate as the season changed.  

Walking was an important part of her exercise.  She lived her life as fully as 

she could up to and during her last days greeting others,  knowing their 

names as they entered her room, and humoring them each day with her 

stash of M&Ms and her sip of Mountain Dew. She will continue to serve as 

guide to my life, her loving husband of many years.  
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Marian Margaret Dominik    July 10, 1920—September 6, 2020 

 
Marian passed peacefully and was welcomed into her  

heavenly home on September 6, 2020, two months after  

celebrating her 100th birthday.  Marian grew up in Saint 

Cloud where she attended Cathedral High School, marched  

in the Drums Corps and enjoyed figure-skating on Lake 

George.  She was an employee of the Saint Cloud Court-

house, where her father was Clerk of Court.   

 

At age 14, Marian met Butch, the love of her lifetime.  They 

married and raised their family while living in Buffalo,  

Philadelphia, Syracuse and finally, Shoreview.  Marian and 

Butch shared sixty-one years of faith and love.  The strength 

of their marriage was a precious gift to their four children, 

Joan, Mary, Paul and Mark. 

 

Marian's life revolved around her faith and family.  She was a charter member of Saint Odilia Church.  She worshipped 

at Mass daily and participated in many church activities, including Quilts for the Homeless, Housekeepers for the Lord, 

the Altar Linens Group, Nursing Home Volunteers and the Council of Catholic Women.  Annually, she enjoyed prepar-

ing Miraculous Mary medals for the parish's first communicants and an essay contest award for the school's gradu-

ating class.  Most of all, she enjoyed baking up a storm for the church's holiday bake sales. 

 

Marian's favorite getaway was the family farm, cabin and woods at Cold Spring.  She loved to disappear in the woods 

for hours at a time, carrying her tree clippers.  When she had to have a pacemaker implanted at the age of 92, she was 

very disappointed to learn she could no longer operate the log splitter! 

 

Marian loved her Swiss ancestry, gardening, agate hunting, frying sunfish, making butterhorn rolls, potato salad and 

Christmas cookies, hosting family reunions and pig roasts at the lake.  Sharing these experiences with Butch, their four 

children, twelve grandchildren and seventeen great grandchildren always made them more fun for Marian.  She will 

be remembered as a woman of great faith who always put God first in her life.    



 30  

 

You can help us to reduce mailing costs! 
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily 

away”.  Each returned piece of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class 

mail.  If you have plans to be away for longer that one week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take 

a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket or mail it to: 

St. Odilia Parish Office 

3495 N. Victoria St. 

Shoreview, MN 55126 

***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org*** 

Do you have plans to be away? 

Please select one option and provide your name and address information: 

A) Please do not forward my mail ___________  

 Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

 

B) Please forward my mail ___________ 

 Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

Name:__________________________________________ Env. #________ 

Current Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________ 

Winter Address: ________________________________________________________ 

David and Dara Filosa 
 Dominic Filosa 
 Vincent Filosa 
 Francis Filosa 
 
Alex and Kate Weaver 
 Tatum Weaver 
 Giselle Weaver 
 
Jim and Brooke Peterman 
 Zachary Peterman 
 Asher Peterman 
 
Spencer and Kristin Broughten 
 Cecilia Broughten 
 Lars Broughten 
 
Jane and Paul Kennedy 
 

Jesse and Kelly Balthazor 
 Colin Balthazor 
   
Sam and Katie Kelly 
 Peter Kelly 
  
Joseph and Amanda Savelkoul 
 Adam Savelkoul 
 Thomas Savelkoul 
 
Mike and Sarah Holewa 
 Katharine Holewa 
 
Derek and Melissa Osland 
  
Dan and Theresa Kleinfehn 
 Isabel Kleinfehn 
 Sophie Kleinfehn 
 

Tony and Caitlin Schuler 
 Otto Schuler 
 
Mary Whalin 
 
Lyle and Christine Malecha 
 
Angelica and Alejandro Leal 
 Lilliana Leal 
 Angel Leal 
 Antonio Leal 
 Lorenzo Leal 
 Luzilla Leal 
 Analia Leal 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
June 2021 — August 2021 
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 
Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff 

consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. J. Erich Rutten, Vice President                                 651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the WINTER issue of The Messenger 

by Wednesday, November 10, 2021. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at 

the parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please  

describe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 
Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-415-3321 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw 
closer to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  
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Saturday 
8:00 a.m. (Word and Communion) 

5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday 
7:30 a.m. Mass 

9:00 a.m. Mass (also live streamed) 
11:00 a.m. Mass 

1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish (also live streamed) 

Weekday Liturgies  
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. Mass 

(weekday Mass is also livestreamed) 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Mondays (year round 1:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.)  

in the chapel 

First Fridays (September through April 
1:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. in the chapel 

<Mailing Name> 

<Address> 

<City, State, Zip> 


